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The documents in R032PRA are Bates #511928950 (19940308) and # (19402280).  They 
are a letter written by RJR’s James Johnston to employees and a press release, written 
within a few days of each other in 1994. 
 
Author:  James W. Johnston, Chief Executive Officer of RJ Reynolds (letter) and RJ  
Reynolds distributed through PR Newswire (press statement).  Addressee:  RJ Reynolds 
employees (letter) and general public (press statement). 
 
 
On February 28th, 1994 RJR Tobacco Company released a statement to the press in 
anticipation of an ABC broadcast of a program called “Day One”.  In that broadcast, 
ABC would claim that tobacco companies manipulated nicotine levels in cigarettes in 
 the manufacturing process.  In the press release, RJR flatly denies that it increases the 
nicotine in its products.  In fact, the company claims “…the average nicotine and tar in 
cigarettes sold in the U.S. has declined by more than 60%.”  Further, they state that the 
company has been measuring tar and nicotine according to FTC methods for more than 
40 years. 
 
On March 8th, James W. Johnston, CEO of RJ Reynolds Tobacco Company, distributed a 
letter to employees asking for their support of both the company and the industry.  This 
was in response to the unfounded attacks in “highly inaccurate media stories and 
allegations by FDA Commissioner Kessler contending that tobacco companies add 
nicotine to their products to addict smokers.”  He mentions the “Day One” broadcast and 
tells employees to feel free to refute any claim that RJR adds nicotine to tobacco sheets.  
He details the actions RJR has taken to counter the claims made by Kessler and the 
media, including writing to Kessler and clarifying for him how reconstituted tobacco has 
reduced tar and nicotine levels. He suggests that efforts on the part of anti-smoking 
groups to “…force the FDA to ban cigarettes…”would lead to…”smuggling, black 
markets, crime and joblessness.” In addition, the company made ABC’s attorney aware 
of the errors in the Day One broadcast. 
 
He closes the letter by assuring his employees that their industry has worked to develop 
lower tar and nicotine products to meet consumer demands, and claims that they could 
continue in these efforts if the public health community worked with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


