
Tobacco Institute Response to Surgeon General Koop's Report
 
The documents in R028-PRA are Bates #TIMN0019964 (19880516) and 
#TIMN0367833 (19880606).  The first document is a Tobacco Institute press release 
issued in response to the release of Surgeon General Koop’s report on tobacco and 
addiction.  The second document is a confidential internal report on the same subject. 
 
Author:  None listed.  Addressee:  General public (press release) and tobacco industry 
executives (confidential internal report). 
 
 
1988 was the year that the tobacco industry’s defenses were breached with the first ever 
financial award in a liability lawsuit against a tobacco company.  In June of that year, the 
Liggett Group was ordered to pay $400,000 to Antonio Cipolline in compensatory 
damages for his wife’s death due to smoking.  At the same time, the debate on smoking 
and health was escalating, with many scientists and policy makers concerned about the 
possible addictive nature of tobacco.   
 
It is in this context that the 20th Surgeon General’s Report titled “The Health 
Consequences of Smoking: Nicotine Addiction, A Report of the Surgeon General” was 
released on May 16, 1988.  It reviewed literally hundreds of studies on smoking and 
health and concluded that nicotine was an addictive drug.  Under the auspices of the 
Tobacco Institute, the tobacco industry responded in a press release claiming that the 
Surgeon General’s report was “…politically rather than scientifically motivated.”  
According to the press release, a claim that nicotine was an addictive drug similar to 
cocaine, heroin, or alcohol was irresponsible insofar as it trivialized the country’s serious 
drug problems and undermined its credibility with young people, who would not 
“…believe the government on the effects of illegal drugs.”  The tobacco industry 
concluded that smoking was a personal choice that could be stopped at will, and that in 
fact one of the results of the report might be that smokers would decide not to quit 
because “…giving up smoking is as difficult as giving up a drug addiction.” 
 
The confidential internal report in the TI collection argues that Surgeon General Koop’s 
report trivializes the war against drugs and his conclusions are contradicted in his own 
report.  The writer claims that the report and its conclusions support Koop’s goal of a 
smokeless society.  The balance of the TI document contains quotes from national 
newspapers disagreeing with the Surgeon General’s report. 
 
 


