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W (202) 833-4237

FHILIF MORRIS LABELS EPA PRELIMINARY DRAFT REPORT ON
ENVIRONMENTAL TOBACCQ BMOKE "PRODUCT OQF SOCIAL ACTIVISTS"
WASHINGTON, D.C., June 25 ~- A Philip Morris spokesperson
described a preliminary draft report on environmental tobacco
smoke (ETS) releasged today by the Environmental Protection Agency

{EPA) as "the product of social activists, not scientists,.,”

Steven C, Parrigh, vice president of corporate scientific affairs
for Philip Morrls, said the draft consultant’s report falls far

short of accepted standards for critical scientific analysis,

“We believe that the EPA’s Science Advisory Board and other
independent scientists will be struck by the report’s omigsions

and shortcomings," Parrish said,

"It is & measure of the motivations of some within the EPA that
they would issue a paliaytguids making recommendations based on
the draft report, when the draft has not even been through the
EPA's own established review process," Parrish said. "The EPA may
have overstepped lts authority by igsuing such guidelines in any

avent,” he said.
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"the draft omits serious congideration of major studies that don’t

agree with the views of certaln individual activists in the EPA,"

Parrigh said.

"In particular, the claims of lung cancer deaths are simply not
gupported by even the selective evidence guoted in the draft risk
asgessment," Parrish said, noting that 18 of the 23 studies cited

show no statistically significant increased risk,

The draft report aleso omits findings from the largest study ever
done on ETS. That study, conducted by a physician at vale
Univergity and funded by the Kellogy Foundation, found no
statigtically significant increased risk of lung cancer from ETS

for exposure in the workplace, in soclal settings or from spousal

smoking.

Parrish said the report virtually dismisses other studies that
fail to find statistically significant increased risks, such as a
1981 American Cancer Society study, Another study, one on ETS and
radon originally scheduled to be part of the assessment, does not

appear in the EPA draft,

"Not surprisingly,” Parrigh said, "that study found that ETS8 doeg

not enhance the harmful effects of radon.”
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"We believe that when the #cience Advigory Board and the EPA
Adminigstrator look at thege documents, they will conclude, as we

do, that it has not been shown that environmental tobacco smoke
cauges disease in non-smokers," Parrish said,
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