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RESEAKCH ON SMOXING AN HEALYR DISCUSSHD

BY SCIENIIFIC ADVISORY BOARD T¢ T,ILR.C.

New York -- The Scientifie Advisory Board 1o the Tobacco Indusiry
Research Commitiee, in & report te the industry group nade public today by
T.1.R.C., called for expanding health research in 22 specific areas.

The Board of independent doctors and scientists has directed the
7,1,K.C. research program since mid-195h. In meking 1te research recom-
mendaiions, the Noard's repori discussed changes in scientific kuowledge
sbouly smoking and health over the last seven years and s8id:

"Perheps the most signiflicent development has been the general
recognition that we do not yet heave the answers; that an association between
1he extent of tobacco use and the incidence o lung cancer does not prove
6 cousal reletionship; ihat experimental verification is essential, and
1hel ithere are s number of clher factors which need to be considered.”

Yhe Scientific Advisory Foavd, whose Chalrman is I, Kenneth
Merrill lynch, Chencellor of the ¥edicel College of South Carcling, also said:

"We are nol selisfied to let the problem yest with ststislical
reports suggesting thel heavy smoking increases the risk of cancer of
the lung; we ere interested &lso in knowing why the overvhelming majoritly
of heavy smokers do not contraci the disense despite their smeking.”

The Board specified expanded rescarch into cancer causation,
especiolly lung cancer, the study of differences emong people who smoke

and those who don'l, and more irtensive study of the feclors involved in

heart discasc.
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The Bosrd's report will be inzluded in ithe 1950 Anmual Report of ihe
T,1.R.C,'e Scientifie Director, Dr. Clarence Cock Ilttle, Lo be published soon.

In reviewlng the progress of research, the Doard said:

"Major effort hae been deyoted to the independent investigation of
the two great fields of cahcer and of cardiovascular disease. There heve
been del'iniie advances in knowledge end improvements in fechnique.

"so far es concerns & final solulion of the problems, scienlific
honesty requires acknowledgment thet, in the sbeence of grester knowledge
of 1he fundamentel procespes concerned, & simple answer 1o what are nol
simple guestions is unlikely in the near fulure...

"The important thing is to keep on adding to knowledge until the
sccunulative facts provide the basis for & sound conclusion.”

The Board noted it.has recorminded grante-in-aid to more than 100
independent seientists In about 70 medical schools and olher resesrch
institutions through 19%0; and that the T.1.R.C. has made all grants ihus
recomdgnded "without question.”

Among the 22 research aress being expanded or under cohsideralion
for expansion are: the possible role ol previous infections and virusecs
in the origin of lung cancer; better dlagnosis of early lung lesions;
methode for experimentsl testing of verlious subsiencee Tor cancer-cousing
properiies; comparison of physical, emoliongl and psychologica) characteristices
ol smokers and non-gmokers; studies of ethnic, social and cultural diffcrences
among people and differences in tobecco use; comparisen of the psychologicsl
and physiclogical effeets of smoking with those of lranguilizers, snd
response 1o smoking among persons with existing heart trouble.

To datle, T.I,R.C. has made research grants for over $4 million.
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The members of the Scientilic Advisory Board are:
Chajrwen, Kenneth Merrill Jymeh, M.D,., Sc.Dl., 1I1,D,, Chancellor of the
Medicul College of South Carclins, Charleston.

Richerd J, Bing, M,D., Professor and Chairmen, Department of Medicine,
Wayne Statle University Collepe of Medieine, Ietroiil.

McKeen Catilell, Ph.D,, M.D., Professor Emeritus of Phermecology, Cornell
Unjversity Medical Coliege, WNew York City.

leon Q. Jecobson, M.D., Professor of Medieine, University of Chicago;
Direclor, Argonne Cancer Resedrch Hospltal, Chicago.

Peul Kotin, M.D., Paul Peirce Frofessor of Pathology, University of
Gouthern California, School of Medicine, Ios Angeles.

Clarence Cook Tittle, Se.D,, I1.D., LitL.D., Scientific Director, Tobacco
Indusiry Kesearch Committee; Direclor Emeritus, Roscoe B, Jackson
Memorial Isboratory, Bar Herbor, Mainc,

Stenley P, Reimann, M.D,, Sc.D., Director Emeritus, The Institute for
Cencer Rescarch, Philedelphia.

Willism F, Rienhoffl, Jr., M,D., Associale Professor of Surgery, Johns
Hopkings University School of Medicine, Baltimore.

kdwin B, Wileon, Ph.D,, LL.D., Professor Emeritus of Vital Statistics,
Harvard University, Cenbridge.

(A copy of the Scientific Advisory Board's full report is attached.)
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